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| The Tatling-Poft, or the Garrulity and 
_ — Impertinence of Women expos’d and de- 
ended in ‘Two merry Letters, that for- 
merly pafrd between a very ingentous 
Lady and a Member of the Athenian 
Society. 


READER, 


Told you ia the Love-Poft, (Numb. 10.) that my 
Athenian News might want nothing to pleafe and 
divert my facetious Readers, I fhou’d now and 
then charge the Ladies with innumerable Faults 
and Follies, fhou’d prove the whole Sex made up of Vexa- 
S tion and Vanity, that they ban’t one Patch, or Mask, or Rib- 
~ bon about ’em, nothing from Topknot to Shoe-tie but what needs 
) Correftion;, and my Quarrel with ‘em in this Tasling-Poft, 


| © (which Title I fhall never again repeat, as it comes fo 


"near E(q; Bickerftaff’s Title, and is fo inferior to his 
 matchlefs Performance) is concerning the Garrulity and 
SAmpertinence of Women, as "twas expos’d and defended 
in Two merry Letters, that formerly pafsrd berween a very in- 
genious Lady, and a Member of the Athenian Society : Which 
| Two Letters were theie following, viz. 


* 


by Againft the Garrulity and Impertinence of 


Women, in a Letter to Cleonta: Writ- 
ten by a Member of the Athenian So- 
ciety. 


Hat any who talk fo little to the Purpofe, (as Wo- 

men do) fhould yet talk fo faft and fo loud, would 

Mfecm very unreafonable, had you not this co plead for 

Nour felves, that ‘tis very natural that Want of Senfe 

Thould be fupply’d with tome other Qualification 5 and 

Fyou have both Sound and Volubility to compenfate for 

it, cither of which oftentimes go farther than the 
ftrongeft Reafon. 


_ But would you then only tatsle for the Sake of tatling, 
for your own Recreation, or the Exercife of your Ta- 
lent, or to clear the Air in Plague-time, or when the 
Nation was troubl’d with thick Vapours, or other un- 
feafonable Weather, you might be at leaft pardonable, 
nay, in fome Cafes ufetul, and it may be, ’twou’d be 
worth the while to get your Clacks confecrated, like the 
Popith Bells, to preferve us from Thunder and Lightning. 

But when the fair Xaatippe moft undutifully turns her 
whole Forces againft her Lord and Hufband, when fhe 
ufes that dreadful Weapon which was given her to fright 
away Enemies from his Houle, moft ungratefully and 
prepofteroufly to fright away the right Owner, we muft 
needs fay this is a little of the moft, and fhe ought 
either to be totally difarm'd, or, if a Woman withouc a 
Tongue would be chought monftrous and ominous, that 
at leaft her Mouth fhould be fomething contraéted, and 
if not fown up likea Ferret’s, yet hafp’d a little at both 
Ends, that it might be kept in fome Compafs and tole- 
rable Order. 

Were your Mufick fo very (weet, there might be more 
Pretence for your Love to hear your felves fing: fn- 
chanting I confefs it is, and its Harmony was never bet- 
ter defcrib’d than by a late celebrated Poet,who thus very 
remarkably of your moft ravifhing Marriage Mufick. 


Sweet, w 4 Screech-owl’s Seranade, 
Or thofe enchanting Murmurs made 
By th’ Husband Mandrake and bis Wife, 
Both bury’d (like themfelves) alive, 


Here he gives an Account of the Swoetnefs of your 
Cadence, and the Harmony of your Numbers, as a 
little before he lets us know how fofc it is, and how 
like the Mutick of the Spheres, too delicate for the Ears 
of Mortals. 


That Conjugal Petarr, that tears 
Down all Portcullices of Ears, 
And makes the Voley of one Tongue 
For all their Leatbern Skields too ftrong, 


I moft confefs, I cannot tell whether the greaceft 
Amazon cat with exaét Propriety of Speech be faid to 


fire a whole Volley out of one Piece, tho’ never fo often . 
repeated, unlefs they commend the Double Barrell’'d Ia- . 


vention, and let off a whole File by one Touchehole, 
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ceneratly cot too full, rhere’s the Advant 


ps 


ramper, < 

“Yet if your Difcourfe were but worth the hearing, 
ve might bear a little better with the Vehemence of fne 
Expreffion; but fuch perfect Froth, fuch unfufferable 
(mpertinence who can endure, unlefs another Woman? 
lor among, your felves there is feldom any Nonfente loft, 
you talk ro each others Capacities, and all is well 
-nough.————_-Kither what an extraordinary pretty 
Gown you have, Madam! pray, who made ic? or how 
does lictle Matrer and Mifs do this Evening? well, they 
are the prettieft Creatures, and then along Nar- 
ration of their Childifh Follies, which their Age ren- 
ders excufable, if not diverting at firft Hand, tho’ no- 
thing more naufeous than when repeated by a Mother's 
Fondnefs a Hundred Times over. 

.nd well if they fCape with bare Folly, which can 
only be for want of fubftantial Scandal to work upon. 
Chis Railing at their Neighbours isa more neceffary and 
gentile Part of the Entertainment than Tea or Chocoiate. 


is true, Dulnefs may ina great Meafure force ’em on, 


fuch a Prattice, they rail at others, as many {wear, 
meerly for want of Difcourfe, andto ftop Gaps in Con- 
verfation: And this wou’d, but even this can’t excule 
‘em, fince this Dulnefs is fo vifibly affedted. They ne’er 
defire to be better employ’d 4 they are wonderfully caken 


| Ie} 7 
with this mifchievous Apith Soct of Pleafure, rhey’ll not | Neighbours, and caufe Confederacies and Taxes, andi 


be abridg’d of it for the Sake of their deareft Friends, 
or their own Mothers. Yet ftill, you'd be more tole- 
rable, wou’d you keep your Converfation to your felves, 
and not break out upon us, and even infeét us with your 
Folfies. 

Whom are we to thank, that all ingenious and profi- 
table Difcourfe is almoft utterly banifh’d out of the 
World, but only the Women, who taking the Advan- 


tage of the Fondnefs of the Englifh Cuftems, will be | 


every where intruding amongft us 5 and having the Odds 
both in Swiftnefs and Loudnels, will either talk all them- 
felves, or fon drown any other who offers to talk Senfe, 
becaufe ’cis to them an unknown Language? And when 


sant, 
ne 
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Cleonta’s Defence of the Garrulity anh’ 


Impertinence of Women, in a Letter ye 
Philaret. a 


Mr. Philaret, Nig 


Receiv’d your tatling Letter, but wonder that yor : 

dare fatyrize the Garrulity and IJmpertinence of Wyue” 
men, (as you callit) when ’tis fo eafy to defend it, aye 
Men fo obnoxious to cenfure upon that Head; for pray, fae 
Philaret, Iet me afk you, Did Women ever plead Cauley, Ian 
or pull Quoifs in Weflminfter-bal 2 Or, have there noi © 
beea Times, far enough within our Memory, white 
billing/gate it {elt might have learnt from the Bench, anijgae 
a Judge would have made nothing at fair Scolding yi 
have run down an Oytter Wite ¢ re 

Do we ever write Books againft one another, anj a 
{cold in Mode and Figure, and Greek and Latin ? Did you 
ever hear of a Counfel of Women, that hang’d, ati” 
damn’d, and burnt one another, for what not one of yee 


| 


—_—— 


underftood after {o many Hundred Years fangling? [sit 
we that makeWars,and ufurp upon the Territories of one 


—_~ 
= 


many tiundred Thoufand Lives to fet all right again? Ay. 
It you dare not fay we are guilty of one of all theta j- 
Accufations, it will be eafy to anfwer whois; and fromieee., 
thence it will as eafily appear, who are the great Digi y, 
fturbers of the World. a 
if you did not teil your Tale to your felves, howl 9; 
could you expeét to gain Belief whea your Malice is #F 5, 
ill contriv’d, and fo unlikely? That ever a Creatunii 
made for Love, her Mind, and her Body, and even ha) %, 
Voice, fo much more fofily tura’d than that of rovgtt 
and brutifh Man, fhould yet be accus’d of thofe veh 
Crimes, whereof our Acculers are fo notorioufly guilty!) ) ae 
You accufe us, that a great Part of our Converfation if 


once they begin who fhould ftop ’em, any more than a{ Made up of Scandal agaiaft our Neighbours: Some 
Bowl rolling down a Hil, which is only {et forwards by | times indeed we are no better employ’d thaa in talkingoo 
the Rubs it meets with, which it eafily leaps over, and| of yous and then how fhould we mention you; withouig 


defcends with greater Fury? 


hearing fomething ill or fcandalows concerning yohl 


I value my Senfe of hearing too much to venture in| fnce fuch Sort of Aétions you boaft of, and make ‘em 
amongft a Hive of ‘em, when they are juft [warming at | the great Employment of your Lives? And if the Subige@il 
a Goffiping. I have often wonder’d how ’tis poffible | jeét be one of your own Sex, of what can we difcoutl 


for their Mind to keep Pace with their Tongue, be. 
heving they {poke rationally like other People, ‘tillat laft 
the Thing was eafy, fince *tis plain-their Speech is only a 
Sore of a Mechanical Motion, and they can’t afford to 
think with it. Travelers defcribe the Chattering of a 
whole Neighbourhood of Monkeys in the Woods in the | 


Zaft Indies, as one of the moft importunate and ungrate- | in cenfuring our Crimes among our felves, one woull 


ful Sound imaginable, and therefore the moft like thac 
of the catling Sex, who wou’d fain be accounted Human. 

The Fable of (Midi had a good Moral in’t. The 
Woman cou’d ao more forbear catling of her Hufband’s 


more beneficially than our own Faults, that we maf fi 

learn to amend ’em ? Re 
But you'll fay, we don’t fo much trouble our felvcaiime 

about thoie, as the Mifcarriages of others. But in thet) 

we fee our felves. Every Woman is her Neighbours 

Glafs, and if any of us are criminal, Freedom of Speech : 


think fhould be the likelieft Way to amend them. Bt 
fides, you forget that this Method of Converfation, welt 
it fu general as you would hare it beliew’d, has this omg 
good Effect, That it oftea pots the ianocent in a Wa 


~~ ies 


ee co ciear themfcives, which they could never do, fhould 
t, 7 =we mutter about Scandal as you do, in Corners, and by 
1 pyuends’s, ftab the faire} Reputation with a Smile and a 


Side-blow, in fuch a Manner as ’cis impoffible to be 
arm d againit you. 

And atter all, let us manage our Difcourfes how we 
will, youcannot deny but the Subjeét of ’em is for the 
moft Part more noble than yours. When the Cloth’s 
remov'd, and we retire to our Lea-table, and leave our 
Matters attheir Claret, pray is not our Lofs extreamly 
great, in being depriv’d ot their beneficial Converie ? 
Dogs and Foxes, Ilares and Horles, are the Top of 
your Entertainment, orelfe a litele grumbling at Taxes, 
and banning the Diflenters, but that muft be after the 
Third Bottle, when the Spirit of Politicks begins to 
come upon ye. Butthen, whata Harmony is there, and 
how many Rooms off may it be heard ? Never blame us 
for Goffiping once a Year, when you do it every Day. 
A Dozen Women, talking with al! their Might, and 

- ftretching to the Utmoft the weak Pipes that Nature has 
> given’em, would eafily be drown‘d by one fmall Knot 
» » of good Fellows got together. Sometimes every one 


talks to every one, then you fingle, aud each takes his 
=) Antagonift at this terrible Tongue Combat, which de- 
We feod every poor Woman from falling into! Can any 


» thing be louder, and more impertinent than you are, on 
? thele Occafions, as if you were difputing for Lives and 
©) Fortunes, and no lefs were upon the Wheel than fome 

L grand Affair of Chriftendom ? And yet, this is you who 
me blame us for Noifes, and Tatling, and Impertinence, 

"To when we can defy you, as wife as you are, in Twenty 
+ Converfations with any of your Cronies, to bring away 
2 fo much as one fingle Sentence worth remembring. 

' You fay, a Woman is never weary of talking, and 

jf You guefs without Doubt trom your own inexhauftible 

tee Faculty in Bilinfgate Eloquence, but 1’m fure we’re often 

Oe enough weary of hearing you, both your Anger and 
ee your Love being equally troublefome: Your beft is e’en 

) bad enough, and tedious enough, and how many Thrums 
OWE ef Plays, what an abominable deal of ill contriv’d Fufti- 
| Wan mult we patiently hear, during the Quarantain of 

P your Courtfhip, tho’ we believe juft as much of it as 
you your {cives ? 

yg «But when you once get us faft, you foon treat us with 

ene lear another Sort of BKloquence, a {narling Rhetorick 

Ity')) at beft, if not down-right opening and worrying. 


AWE. And yet in the mean Time where is your Cont{cience, 
me: d the boafted Civilicy of your Laws towards us ? 
cing WW har a Piece of unexperimented Barbarity is ir, and how 
OUR Much does it relifh of your firft naked Pi#ifh Ancefors? 
jo, Ef a hafty Word happens to efcape a poor Woman, away 


efently to hurry her to the Ducking-{tool; your Mob- 
fh felves being the Judges and Executioners, mount 
er in the Air, and plunge her in the Water in the moft 
gorous Seafons of the Year, tothe imminent Hazard of 
r Life: Tho’ we muft needs fay you have no more 
aw for this inhuman Praétice, than for your Water- 
ial of poor old Women for Witches, when you have 
> Choice but to hang or drown, Thus we yield you 
: Day both in Noife and Nonfenfe, in talking loud, 
Bd faft, and a great deal, and a little tothe Purpoies 
d therefore pray Jet us no more hear you exclaim at 
ur ulval Rate, as if it were impoffible for the greateft 


pngue-hector of you all to filence a Woman. 
CLEONTA 


em 
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The Cafuittical-Poft,or Athenian Mercury. 
Oe Mr. Dunton, The Mortalifis tel us, if there 


mere 4 feparate State of Minds when they at in Ap- 

pedvances, or when Pesfons have been rais’d fiom the 
Dead, (5 Lazarus was ) they would have given us [ome 
tiytorical, if not Cojmograpbical Account of the other World, 
but we have none, or they would have told us Something of 
their jeparate State 5 64m you therefore (to comfute these Mor- 
salilts) give us any Inftances where the decealed Minds bave 
declar’d themfelves bappy or miserable ? 

Anfw. Yanfwer, 1 cou’d give an Account of fome In- 
flances where the deceafed Minds have deciar’d them- 
felves happy, or milerable, as they are to be found in 
divers Authors 5 but for any curious Difcoveries, they 
leem foreign to the Purpole, for which thofe Appear- 
ances have always been made: God has not {ten fit to 
give us more that Way than what we have in his Word. 
Befides, fhould one come fromthe Dead to thefe Men, 
I queftion whether they would believe him, it would be 
alla Fallacy of the Devil with chem, to make Men be- 
lieve that fuppos'd pernicious Error of the Mind’s Im- 
mortality. But I will give one Inflance of a Mind’s 
acting without the Body, which to me is of much Force 
to perf{wade the Pofhibijicy, and Probability of a f{epa- 
tate State, and very inftructive as to the Natuse of that 
State. ‘* Pknew a Man fume few Years ago, who ({ays 
my Author)‘ tho" J] cannot fay be was dead, was fo far 
‘ loofed from the Body, thac he had no Manner of Per- 
* ception thereof, or thereby, tor fome Time (1 know 
** not how long) neither Seeing, Hearing, Feeling, nor 
* having any other Bodily Seniation, or Notion of any, 
“ his own, or other Body, beirg quite abftratted from 
** che material World; and yet he was {fo far from being, 
“* Thoughtlefs, that he never thought fo intenfely ana 
regularly in his Lite. This a Materialift fays, was 
giving over all thinking upon the Things which they know, and 
thinking upon they know not what, and Jo becoming dillratted, 
Or it was a Ficof Embufiagim. But) anfwer, it may be ic 
was thinking on what Materialifts know nothing of, and 
being abftratted from Matter. But however, they being 
Men of Curiofity, may be inclinable to alk, What Dil- 
coveries @id he make? Where was he? What did he 
think upon? [ anfwer, I have Leave to tell as fairly as 
itis fpeakable. He was not abfent from his Body by any 
local Diftance, or Kemove, he was in a World chat has 
no here nor there, nor are the Things in it capable ot 
any Scituation, or Stowage: A kieaven where Materi 
alifts, if they are inthe Right, can never be. And he 
thovght on that which non prin: fuit in fenfu, let Viitofo. 
phers fay what they pleef:, That which Eye Fad xot seen, 
nor Ear beard, nor bad it ever entred into kts Mind dcfore, 
Jo much as 10 conceive, as he then conceiv’d it, and yer he 
thought on that which ss, and will be conicls’d to be the 
moft glorious and entertaining Objctt,even theaAll-perfe a 
Mind: And hethovghton him with unfpeakable intenie 
Defire, which Defire he found intenfety fatisfy’d by God's 
approving and receiving it. He then underftood him- 
felf in avery good Coa‘ition, being fill’d with Joy, and 
Pleafure unfpeakable, from the intimate Perception of 
the highefi Objeé&t. — He had then no Need, as well as 
no Thoughts of spe ara or a Bodily World, or any 
Defire, or Power of returning toit.. And had he oe. 

tinucd. 
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tinued in this Condition, he believes he had been as 
much diffolved, or feparated trom the Body, as 4s polli- 
bie: And how the Body was tien any way lubervient CO 
his Being, or Hap yinefs, any more than it it had been 
rotten inthe Grave, he {ccs nor, And tho’ he perceiv’d 
God then better than he ever did before, he had no 
Quantitative, or local Notion of him, nor had he any 
Vilion of a Glority’d Chrift, or other Saint, or any 
Need of any Creature Company, or Sight of Globes, 
or Chambers full of Light, or any fuch material Plea- 
{ures but found a Mind, one fingle Mind, might be, 
and be (atisfattorily happy, without any Objeét but God 5 
fo lictle is the Almighty beholden to more Creatures to 
make 01 happy; fo very well maya Mind exift blefledly 
independent onany thing but God, all other Objetts 
were then nothing to him, nor hetothem, nor thought 
he need, or means, or yet defire ro receive them. Nay, 
he forgot himfelf_ with all his good and evil Deeds, and 
a Hell of Anguith he had bue Jately had in him, when 
that he thought on God fome Time before, as not his 
Friend: 1 fay, he forgot himfelf as far as was poffible 
under fuch extream Senfibility. But how long in this 
State he was he cannot rell, nothing fuccefhve than was 
thooght upon. What the Materialifts may think of this 
Difcovery [know not, or whether they may deny the 
Matter of Kaét, asthey ule todo, wheathey know aot 
what to fay toa Thing 4 or fay as one once faifly did, 
be declares be was diftrafled. They may fay he was mad, 
and hada Devil, and would fain deceive them into the 
Belief of the wicked Notion of a fpiritual, immortal 
Mind, when they are nothing they are fure bue Organi- 
cal Ma‘ter with Mechanical Life, adnihilable by a Knock 
or Two. But whatever they may fay, I know he was 
no whymfical, or melancholick Perfon, Enthufaft, or 
one that loves, or ever allow’d him(elf to lye, nor had 
his Rapture any but a good Effeét upon his Life and 
Converlation. He never was forward to dilcourfe of it, 
(thinking it not expedient for him to glory) or would 
have had it mention’d now, but from a Hope of doing 
good. Suchahappy State may Lazarus be fuppos’d to 
have bern in when dead, and yet to have been united to 
his Body again without the D.fliculty of coming from 
Heiven fome make, or any Injury done him, by leaving 
that Happinels, when it was to confirm the Gofpel. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


p= at Have receiv'd Two very ingenious Letters, con- 
taining The Quack’s Speech, 2 Poem, and Re- 
? fl» , J, Pre cee e , ° 
mares on my Efjay on the Singing of Birds, which fhan't fail 
“ 4 Place in thofe Twelve Pofts that fhall be publifi'd all roge- 
! es to compleat the Firft Volume of Dunton’s Oracle - 
where the Reader way expell what remains to compleat my 
stfae . , 4 ° 
M th — Mob-Poft-— Smith’s (or the flandering ) 
Poft.— But for my barewel-PoR— Dvelling-Poft— 
Lying-Poft— Sibil-Pof— Love-Poft, and Rhiming-Poft, 
Tiry | el] f Six Tad 7 toy %sh) *- rn "ies ? 
$y ; i ai Jax / COMTI d tly Dunton’s Oryacle “uu LOm- 
pleated in liree 7 oufand Pofts, 


In my next Tuelday’s Oracle expe#— The Bed-Pyg, © 2 


mith the Charalker of the Upholdjterer’s Company + alfp gi 


Explanation of that Proverb, Wil be about you in th. Ade 


[winkling ot a Bed-ftaff. Le 
In my next Saturday’s Oracle expe#— The Sibil-PoR 
or a Continuation of the Ideal Kingdom,— and Tuefay 
May the oth, the keader may expel The Surprizi ng-Pott, 
or a brief Hiftory of Juch ws bave dy'd Suddenly , from ; 


Eutichus (who fell down dead, fleeping at a Sermon) downy — 


Dr. John Howe, who lately departed thes Life as he wy) ‘ 
walking in the Poultrey, with a Divine Improvement of thee | 
fudden Deaths, addrefs d 10 all fuch who are in perfe@ Heahb 


and yet liabde 10 the fame Surprize. 2, 
Three Books newly publifh’d, viz, Ga 
‘Sam 


bs Thenianifm, or the New Proje#s of Mr. J. Dunto, Hy 
Author of the Effay entitl’d, The Hazard of 

Death-Bed-epentance, being Six Hundred diftin® Treasify 

(in Profe and Verfe) written with bis own Hand, and is anew 

tire Colledlion of all bis Writings, bothin Manufcript and {ute 

as were formerly printed : To whichis added Dunton’s Fare ee 

wel to Printing, in fome ferious Thoughts on thofe Words f : 


4 A 
' Sex 
Semen 


solomon, Of making many Books there is no End, an R 
much Study is a Wearinefs of the Flefh. Vol. I. wishth 
Author's Effigies, to diftinguifh the original and true Copia 
fiom {uch as are falfe and imperfell. Take Care alfo of bei 
cheated by Wooden Cuts, the right is that which is drawn 
grav’d by thofe Two celebrared Artifis Mr. Koight and Mp, 
Vander Guche. To this Work is prefix’d an Heroick Poem bat 
upon \dunton’s Projects, written by the Athenian Society, seh. 
with an Alphabetical Table of the feveral Projetts, Queftion, ame <* 
Novelties, Poems and Charallers inferted in this Volum and 
Price Bound 6s, om 
2. Tbe Bull-baiting, or Sach——I} dref'd up in Fine * 
works, lately brought over fiom the Bear-Garden in Southwa oar 
and expos'd for the Diverfion of the Citizens of London, t tity 
Six-pence apiece. By John Dunton, Author of the An oa 
to Dr, K-——net, entitl’d The Hazard of a Death-Beb dp 
Repentance 5 being Remarks on a fcandalous Sermon bellon . y: 
out at St, Paul’s on tke Fifth of November Jaft, befores Sy 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, ee | 
Dr. Sachem], Dedicated 10 the Rigkt Honourable § . / 
age "Neil Bar. Lord-Mayor of the City of Londo) “oy ic) 
¢e Ce Be. <f 
3+ The Chriftian’s Gazette, or News chiefly refpeAingh sae 
Invifible World, being a Pacques for the piovs Virtuofi on 
j Us never flarted before, Written by John Dunton, 
“f me Effzy entiv’d 1 he Hazard of aDeath Bed-Repentané 0 
ce? is, 
All three written by John Dunton, Author of this Wet t/ 
Paper, and fold by }. Morphew zear Stationer’s Hall. 
_*x* The Amorous War, or 4 Duel with the Pafhons a 
Poem, ina Letier to a Friend. by a Gentleman of the Unive 
of Oxford, To which is added, the Defeat, or she 
vanguifird, and again rallying with a Smile. Sold by ify 


Darrack, Printer, in Peterborough-Court in Little 
Cain, Price 2d, 
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